Contemporary American Education Syllabus

Course Description

The Contemporary American Education course describes how Improving Student Achievement, Student Centered Learning, Learning Profiles Preferences, Facilitation Skills, 4-Phase Lesson Plan Design, Communication and Strategies and Tools, can all be leveraged for optimal learning.  

This course will also help explain how multiple intelligences and learning styles can affect curriculum development and learning.  

Mission Statement

The Contemporary American Education course is designed to increase flexibility in teaching and learning methods, interaction, and evaluation employed by instructors.

To accomplish this, you will learn how to navigate and utilize the information found on the CD-ROM: Quantum Learning and the DVD-ROM: Brain Compatible Learning that accompany this course.
Terminal Learning Objectives (TLOs)

The Contemporary American Education course will teach the following:

· It will provide instructors with an overview of these strategies used in the classroom for teaching students:

· Improving Student Achievement

· Student Centered Learning 

· Learning Profiles Preferences 

· Facilitation Skills 

· 4-Phase Lesson Plan Design 

· Communication 

· Strategies and Tools 

· It reviews both the Quantum Learning CD-ROM and the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM

Learning Outcomes

After taking this course, you will be able to:
· Understand and apply the strategies used in the classroom for teaching students

· Understand and apply both the Quantum Learning CD-ROM and the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM in your classroom instruction strategies 

Materials

With this course, you will need the following materials:

· Quantum Learning CD-ROM
· Brain Compatible Learning © DVD-ROM
· Pen

· Paper

· Computer with: 

· Internet connection 

· Audio/Speakers 

· Adobe Acrobat Reader 

· Macromedia Flash Player 7 

Instructions

In each lesson in this course, you will be required to complete an assignment in the CD-ROM and DVD-ROM you received. 

Before proceeding to each lesson, you will be required to answer review questions online relating to your assignment. Upon successful completion of each review, you will then be able to complete the corresponding lesson. 

If you do not pass the review questions, your status will be Incomplete until you successfully retake the review.

Each lesson will be tracked online for completion so that you may complete one lesson at a time. To get credit for completing each lesson, please remember to click the Exit Lesson button on each Summary page.

Lesson Topics

Welcome - The Welcome section provides instructions on how to use this course, materials needed for this course, and a bibliography of references used in developing this course.  

Lesson 1 - Improving Student Achievement - This lesson will enable you to understand school improvement initiatives and how to tap into and use Marzano’s factors and resources effectively.  
Objectives:

· Identify resource materials that explain school improvement initiatives
· Identify Marzano's 11 factors at the school, teacher and student levels

· Identify Marzano's 12th factor

· Explain various methods to implement Marzano’s resources most effectively
Reading Assignment:

-  There is no preparation needed for lesson 1.

Please proceed to the Lesson 1 Assignment Review Questions.

-  You must answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson.
Lesson 2 - Student Centered Learning - This lesson will enable you to understand what is the focus of the course and why to focus on cadets. It also will enable you to understand student centered learning, active learning and the eight main intelligences.  
Objectives:

· Explain the Student Centered Learning approach to academic instruction

· Identify the dominant learning styles

· Explain Active Learning 

· Identify the eight main intelligences, including: 

· Bodily Kinesthetic 

· Intrapersonal 

· Interpersonal 

· Linguistic 

· Logical 

· Musical 

· Spatial 

· Naturalist

· Explain how to incorporate the 5 Secrets of Learning, including:

· Explore Your Learning Style

· Building a Learning Community

· Discover the Diversity of Learners

· Develop Multiple Intelligences

· Brain Structures and Functions
Reading Assignment:

Please start by viewing the following sections on the Quantum Learning CD-ROM:  

Secrets of Learning Revealed –

Lesson 1 Secrets of Learning Introduction

Lesson 2 Explore Your Styles

Lesson 3 Presenting Brain Structures and Functions

Lesson 4 Develop the Multiple Intelligences

-  Return to Lesson 2 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 3 - Learning Profiles Preferences - This lesson will enable you to understand the ways in which learners are different.  
Objectives:

· Explain the ways that learners are different, considering the following factors: 

· Diversity of Learners

· Types of Learners

· Learning Styles

· Emotional Intelligence

Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Quantum Learning CD-ROM:  

Secrets of Learning Revealed –

Lesson 5 Discover the Diversity of Learning
-  Return to Lesson 3 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson
Lesson 4 - Facilitation Skills - This lesson will enable you to understand the characteristics and guidelines for a great facilitator, active listening, group dynamics, roles and debates, collaboration among cadets and brainstorming.  Time: 1 hour 30 min
Objectives:

· Identify the methods used to facilitate learning in a classroom environment, including:

· Characteristics and guidelines for a great facilitator

· Active listening

· Group dynamics

· Group roles

· Collaboration among cadets

· Brainstorming 

· Group experience for cadets

· Group debates for cadets
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

Teacher as Facilitator

Group Learning

-  Return to Lesson 4 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 5 - 4-Phase Lesson Plan Design - This lesson will enable you to identify the various sections, steps and phases of the four-phase lesson plan. It will also enable you to understand the purpose, benefits as well as the teacher’s role of each of the four phases.   
Objectives:

· Explain the purpose and examples of commonly used energizers

· Define the structure of the four-phase lesson plan, including:

· Inquire

· Gather

· Process

· Apply

· Explain how to implement the instructional strategies covered in each of the four phases

· Identify the Lesson Plan Terms commonly utilized in the creation of lesson plans
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

Inquire Phase

Gather Phase

Process Phase

Apply Phase

-  Return to Lesson 5 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson
Lesson 6 - Communication - This lesson will enable you to understand the importance of questions and of prompt and helpful feedback. It will also enable you to identify challenges in the classroom.  Time: 1 hour 30 min
Objectives:

· Identify question types that address different levels of knowledge mastery, including Knowledge and Comprehension

· Explain types of questions to implement as well as types of questions to avoid

· Identify methods of incorporating effective feedback

· Identify the behaviors of challenging learning types in the classroom, including

· The Arguer

· The Over-talkative Cadet 

· The Silent One

· The Grade Grumbler

· Identify possible methods used to address each challenging behavior successfully
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

The Watch and Learn Activities in the Inquire, Gather, Process and Apply Phases.

-  Return to Lesson 6 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 7 - Strategies and Tools - This lesson will enable you to create an effective learning environment and to present new strategies and tools to help promote learning.  
Objectives:

· Create an effective learning environment, using: 

· Balance of responsibilities 

· Heart-to-heart talks 

· Stress reduction 

· Ergonomics 

· Class climate and culture 

· Basic classroom techniques 

· Present new strategies and tools to help promote learning, including: 

· Essential tools 

· Emotional strategies 

· Activating tactics 

· Tools for teaching 

Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:

Instructional Strategies

-  Return to Lesson 17 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson
Course Culminating Activity – Writing assignment to provide a comprehensive summary of the course.  (Read attached writing assignment.)

Objectives:

- Reflect knowledge from course lessons

- Demonstrate implementation and application to classroom and program

- Demonstrate writing skills and use of APA format

Submit Paper: 

To Dr. Elden Daniel, Instructor of Record, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.
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