LEAD 164, American Veterans Profiles in Leadership

Community Service Learning Education Project ideas are listed below.  You are not limited to these, as you and your high school instructor or organizational mentor can select any idea associated with the course material best suited for you.  You can even come up with a project that requires more than an individual participant.  Team projects are authorized and encouraged.  Team members must spend at least ten hours each contributing to the work, and subsequently write their own individual papers as outlined in the student instructions.

1. Set up and organize trips for veterans to local art, botanical, historical or military museums, or to monuments honoring their heroism.

2. Write several articles for the school newspaper featuring veterans that the student has interviewed.   

3. Raise money to buy voice recorders that veterans can use to record their personal experiences during the conflict they were in and how their hometown received them upon their return.  Donate them to a local museum or public library for the use of future generations.

4. Compile a paper from a multitude of veterans asking the question, ‘How has the military helped you with structure and organization in your post-military life?’  You, the student, then translate this experience into helping your peers and younger siblings find focus in their lives.

5. Create a journal based on your interviews with veterans.  This should focus on what would be important for future generations to know about war and sustaining peace from a veteran’s perspective.  

6. Create a reading room or small library in a veteran’s nursing home or hospital.

7. Build or create a small garden area in a nursing home, hospital or retirement home where a veteran could sit and read or contemplate peacefully.


8. In any veteran’s facility create a puzzle room for veterans:  i.e. crossword puzzles, Sudoku puzzles, or regular large piece puzzles.  

9. Create a music program for veterans in conjunction with local music groups or school bands/choirs.  This program could be presented at the school or in a veteran’s home or hospital in their honor with music and songs of their era.

10. Go to your local town paper.  Have several students write articles derived from their interviews with local veterans.  The ideas could include interviews with veterans from various wars, ideas or reactions to specific questions, etc.   You create the inspirational topic.

11. Work with your schoolteachers to create a program where veterans come to your classes and share their experiences.

12. Work with school leaders and veterans to set up debates about specific questions relating to war and its impact on American life.

13. In a rural area, volunteer to participate in local veteran’s meetings and activities for a full semester.

14. Interview veterans about their experiences living in other cultures.   How did these experiences help them in their lives or affect their perspectives when they returned to the United States?

15. Spend time setting up a reading program for veterans who are visually impaired.  Read books veterans like.   

16. Organize and set up an on-going project to give visually impaired veterans access to books on tape from a library for the blind (this could be a private organization or a state funded library).

17. Set up a writing project to write letters for veterans who are unable to do that.

18. Interview veterans who have received specific medals.   Research the history and meaning of that medal or medals.  Present your findings to your class or write an article for a local newspaper about it.

19. Interview veterans about the food they ate during the different wars.  What was military food really like?

20. Interview veterans and film the interviews.  Put together the interviews on a DVD.  Donate them to your school or community library.

21. Find a veteran who has served in two different wars.  Write about the different perceptions of the two wars in relation to several factors that you and the veteran decide on.  

22. Go to any local veteran’s services agency and volunteer a minimum 10 hours in assisting the support staff for personal contact with veterans.

23. Volunteer for a semester at the local veteran’s administration hospital or clinic, to assist the veterans in their daily activities.

24. Become an activist with the local veteran’s community, as they lobby state government, motor vehicle departments, or for other veteran recognition programs within your state.

25. Build a showcase at your high school, recognizing previous students/graduates who joined the Armed Services; and, provide factual histories of their contributions to the welfare of their comrades, their country and their post-military service within your local communities. 

26. Start a letter campaign within your school or community for current Service members from your hometown serving in foreign locations, be they peaceful or wartime locations. 
