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	College of 

Education

Dept. of Extended Studies

Vision:

“The College of Education at UCCS will be the College of Education for the 21st Century”

Motto:

“Intention without action is insufficient”

Conceptual Framework:

Governed by rules and regulations  
Guided by knowledge

Balanced by diversity
Served by integrity
Renewed by learners

Preparing educators who will:

Provide leadership for the transformation of schooling

Prepare students for living productively within a democratic society

Promote the value of each individual

Honor the diverse cultures within our democratic society

Demonstrate professional, responsible, and ethical practice

Model life-long growth as a learner and a teacher

Transmit knowledge accurately and meaningfully





Instructor: 

Dr. Elden Daniel
Contact Information: drdaniel@wildblue.net    719-852-2158

Prerequisites:

Bachelors degree in education or related field.
Course Hours:
Three Credits
Required Texts: 


1. Kellough, Richard, and Noreen Kellough. Secondary Methods.  Old Tappan, NJ: Pearson Custom Publishing, 2000.

2.  Smith, J. A., 90 Instructional Strategies for the Classroom.  Marion, IL: Pieces of Learning, 2006.

Additional Readings:  Scholarly journal articles (student choice)

Course Format: 
online
Course Description:
 

The Instructional Methods course discusses how to teach effectively in today's secondary schools. This course develops an understanding of various learning modes, learning styles, multiple intelligences, questioning techniques, and other instructional strategies to engage students and be effective in today's secondary school classroom. This course demonstrates how to use effective lesson plan design as well as various assessment techniques. This course also demonstrates strategies for ongoing professional development for teachers.  

Catalog Description:
 

Course focuses on the fundamentals of teaching methods including but not limited to decision-making in the classroom, different learning styles, theory of multiple intelligence, working with disabled or gifted students, and assessments.

Course Objectives: 
Students will . . . 

· Correlate learning styles to teaching styles. 

· Communicate challenging learning expectations to each student. 

· Adapt instruction for individual needs. 

· Align activities, materials and resources with learning goals. 

· Complete an integrated thematic unit of instruction with at least three sequential lesson plans. 

· Design lesson plans to address multiple intelligences. 

· Demonstrate developing skill in the use of questioning for teaching and learning. 

· Integrate collaborative learning activities into conventional passive learning situations. 

· Demonstrate ways of integrating strategies for integrated learning 

· Design and assess rubric charts. 

· Implement effective strategies for ongoing professional development 

· Develop a professional portfolio

Course Expectations:

Instructional Methods is designed to help instructors: understand that learning how they learn can help them function more effectively as teachers, apply brain-compatible instructional strategies, plan units and lessons more effectively, select effective instructional strategies, assess student achievement, and evaluate different opportunities for ongoing professional development. 

Technology Competencies: Skill with Microsoft Word and writing in APA format

Academic Honesty:  Candidates are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty as outlined in the UCCS course bulletin. Forms of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to buying papers, copying paragraphs/pages of text/whole papers off the internet, or copying another candidate’s answers. In addition, in written assignments, sources must be cited and a reference page included. Citations must be in APA style and include author(s), year of publication, and page number if a direct quote is included. Academic dishonesty will result in the grade of a “0” on the assignment and/or in the course. 

Course Policies:

Dropping the Course: Not later than after the first full week (7 days) of each semester or with



permission of the Extended Studies Office.

Course Participants with Disabilities: Accommodations are made for students who have a documented disability that interferes with completing this course. It is your responsibility to request any accommodations before assignments are due. Please contact me within the first two weeks of class if you have any questions or need assistance.

Course Assignments and Assessments:

Before each lesson in this course, you will be required to complete an assignment in the textbook, the CD-ROM, and the DVD-ROM you received. Before proceeding to each lesson, you will be required to answer review questions online relating to your assignment. Upon successful completion of each review, you will then be able to complete the corresponding lesson. If you do not pass the review questions, your status will be Incomplete until you successfully retake the review. 

There are journal activities in each lesson. On each journal page, click the Open Journal button and a new window will be launched. Click the button below for help on using the online journal.  

There are mandatory portfolio activities after each lesson. After completing the tutorial part of each lesson, you will be required to complete the corresponding Portfolio activities offline at your own pace. When the activities for each lesson are completed, log in, return to the portfolio activity section for that lesson, and click the Submit button to get credit for completing the activities

Lesson Topics

Welcome - The Welcome section provides instructions on how to use this course, materials needed for this course, and a bibliography of references used in developing this course.

Lesson 1 - Effective Teaching in Secondary Schools  - This lesson defines secondary school, discusses trends in today's secondary schools and compares various learning modes, learning styles, and multiple intelligences.
Objectives: 

- Define a secondary school and describe the characteristics of an exemplary school. 

- List at least three key trends and practices in today's secondary schools. 

- Analyze two problems that plague today's secondary schools and create an action plan for solving one of them. 

- Compare and contrast the concepts of learning modes, learning styles, and Gardner's theory of multiple

intelligences. 

- Create a chart that correlates learning styles to teaching styles. 

- Communicate challenging learning expectations to each student. 

Reading Assignments:

- Read Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 in your textbook. 

- On the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM, click the Instructional Strategies button and click the Multiple Intelligences link. After completing this section, click the Lesson Plan Terms button. In the left navigation panel, scroll down through the list of terms to Multiple Intelligences and click the link.

Lesson 2 - How Effective Teachers Plan I - This lesson teaches how to make content meaningful by using brain-compatible instructional strategies as tools for adapting instruction.
Objectives:

- Using the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structure of the discipline taught, create meaningful learning experiences

- Adapt instruction for individual needs, using knowledge of learning modes and styles and multiple intelligences 

- Explain the connection between block scheduling and brain research.

- Align activities, materials and resources with learning goals.

- Compare and contrast performance-based and problem-based learning.

- Create a four-phase lesson plan that aligns with curriculum and learning goals.

- Make learning goals and instructional procedures clear to students.

Reading Assignments:

-Read Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 in your textbook.

-On the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM, click the Instructional Strategies button. Review all of the topics shown in the left navigation panel. Next, click the button for Graphic Organizers and Thinking Maps and review all of the topics displayed in the left navigation panel.

Lesson 3 - How Effective Teachers Plan II - This lesson discusses various decision-making styles and time management skills. This lesson teaches how to complete an integrated thematic unit of instruction.
Objectives:

- Understand decision-making styles 

- Apply personal time management skills to organize and effectively manage classroom instructional time 

- Complete an integrated thematic unit of instruction with at least three sequential lesson plans

Reading Assignments:

-Read Chapter 5 in your textbook.  

-Review the Decision-making and Time Management sections of the Emotional Intelligence CD. 

Lesson 4 - Selecting Effective Instructional Strategies  - This lesson compares both direct and indirect instruction, discusses the “learning experiences” ladder, analyzes different levels of learning experiences, and evaluates the usefulness of instructional strategies in addressing the four student communication preferences.
Objectives:

- Compare and contrast direct and indirect instruction 

- Explain the "learning experiences" ladder 

- Analyze the application of different levels of learning experiences in your own teaching 

- Evaluate the usefulness of instructional strategies in addressing Planner, Builder, Relater, and Adventurer student communication preferences

Reading Assignment:

-Briefly review Chapter 5 in your textbook.

Lesson 5 - Implementing Effective Instructional Strategies I - This lesson discusses the importance of both teachers’ and students’ questions in the classroom, describes the 8 levels of cognitive questions, and the 3 levels of thinking and questioning.
Objectives:

- Demonstrate an understanding of four-phase lesson and unit design 

- Design lesson plans to address multiple intelligences 

- Demonstrate an understanding of indirect, student-centered instruction and four-phase instructional strategies

Reading Assignment:

-Read Chapter 6 in your textbook. 

-Briefly review Chapter 4 and 5. 

-On the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM, work through all four of the main lessons: Inquire, Gather, Process, and Apply

Lesson 6 - Implementing Effective Instructional Strategies II - This lesson discusses the four-phase lesson plan and unit design, describes how to design lesson plans to address multiple intelligences, and compares multiple instructional strategies.
Objectives:

- Demonstrate developing skill in the use of questioning for teaching and learning 

- Describe the 8 levels of cognitive questions 

- Describe the 3 levels of thinking/questioning 

- Explain the value and use of students' questions 

- Identify categories of purposes for which questioning can be used as an instructional strategy

Reading Assignment:

- Read Chapter 7 in your textbook.

- Review the Drive Strength section of the Emotional Intelligence CD. As you work through the Drive Strength module, consider the connections between student motivation and the quality of your questioning strategies in the classroom. 

Lesson 7 - Interactive Teaching and Learning I  - This lesson describes the meaning of mastery learning and its implications for teaching, defines collaborative learning and demonstrates how to integrate collaborative learning activities into conventional passive learning situation. This lesson reviews the guidelines for using whole-class discussion effectively and describes how a learning community is built.
Objectives:

- Describe the meaning of mastery learning and its implications for teaching 

- Define collaborative learning 

- Integrate collaborative learning activities into conventional passive learning situations 

- Review the guidelines for using the whole-class discussion effectively 

- Demonstrate an understanding of how a learning community is built

Reading Assignment:

- Read Chapter 8 in your textbook.  

- Review the Decision Making module in the Emotional Intelligence CD. This module includes information on problem solving and decision-making in groups. 

- On the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM, click the Group Learning subtopic button and complete all of the topics that appear in the left navigation panel. 

Lesson 8 - Interactive Teaching and Learning II - This lesson demonstrates the use of “teacher talk” to keep students engaged during learning and how to help students learn to think and behave intelligently. This lesson discusses the teacher’s role as an “empathic listener” in the classroom, ways of integrating strategies for integrated learning. This lesson also discusses ways of using various media in the classroom and guidelines governing copyright and fair use.
Objectives:

- Demonstrate the best use of "Teacher Talk" to arouse student interest and keep students engaged during learning 

- Demonstrate how to help students learn to think and behave intelligently 

- Demonstrate an understanding of the teacher's role as an "empathic listener" in the classroom 

- Demonstrate ways of integrating strategies for integrated learning.

- Demonstrate an awareness of how various media can be used in teaching, as well as guidelines governing copyright and fair use.

Reading Assignment:

- Read Chapter 9 and Chapter 10 in your textbook. 

- Review the Interpersonal Awareness segment on the Emotional Intelligence CD. Pay particular attention to the section on Empathic Listening. 

- On the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM, click the Teacher as Facilitator button and complete all of the topics in the left navigation panel. Next, click the Energizers button and complete all of the topics in the left navigation panel.

Lesson 9 - Assessing Student Achievement - This lesson discusses both formal and informal assessment techniques, explains how rubrics, checklists, portfolios, and journals are used to measure learning, and demonstrates how to design and assess rubric charts.
Objectives: 

- Demonstrate an understanding of formal and informal assessment techniques 

- Explain how rubrics, checklists, portfolios, and journals are used to measure learning 

- Design and assess rubric charts
Reading Assignment:

-Read Chapter 11 and Chapter 12 in your textbook. 

Lesson 10 - Professional Development - This lesson describes how to develop a professional portfolio, discusses a range of effective strategies for ongoing professional development, and explains micro-peer teaching exercises.
Objectives:

- Develop a professional portfolio 

- Demonstrate an understanding of a range of effective strategies for ongoing professional development  

- Develop an understanding of micro-peer teaching exercises 

Reading Assignment:

- Read Chapter 13 in your textbook. 

Course Culminating Activity – Writing assignment to provide a comprehensive summary of the course.  (Read attached writing assignment.)

Objectives:

- Reflect knowledge from course lessons

- Demonstrate implementation and application to classroom and program

- Demonstrate writing skills and use of APA format

Submit Paper: 

To Dr. Elden Daniel, Instructor of Record, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.

Course Grading: Grading will be on an A – F scale based on the thoroughness and quality of the writing assignment
-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

College of Education

Department of Extended Studies
Columbine Hall, Room 4014

                           CURR 5550   Instructional Methods 

Student Writing Assignment:

Please respond to the following questions/statements in one paper.  Please be thorough in your discussion.  (Your paper’s combined responses should be a minimum of twelve pages in length.)

Part 1.  Discuss one of the following. (one-two pages)

a. Learning modalities

b. Learning styles

c. Theory of Multiple Intelligences

d. Working with students with disabilities and/or special needs students

e. Working with gifted students

Part 2.   Describe some content delivery structures. (chapter 3) (one-two pages)

Part 3.   Discuss Gardner’s Eight Intelligences (p. 72, chapter 4) Give illustrations of ways you can use this knowledge in your classroom instruction. (two-three pages)

Part 4.   Choose one of the following:  (one-three pages)

a. Using information from the text write a lesson plan that you would use in the classroom

b. Using information from the text write an instructional unit that you would use in the classroom.

c. Describe the role of questioning as an instructional technique

d. Discuss teacher talk as an instructional technique

Part 5.
  Describe the assessment process you use in the classroom. Defend your rationale for using this process. (one-two pages)

Part 6.     Research: Find two journal articles written by two different authors that are related to the topics in this course. Then:

(a) compare and contrast the theories (positions) presented in the articles, or
(b) interpret the each article and discuss implications for your practice or
(c) write a constructive critique of each author’s conclusion (2-4 pages)

Return your student assignment by email to:
UCCS, College of Ed – Extended Studies                   Email submission:

Dr. Elden Daniel                                                  drdaniel@wildblue.net 

                                                                               Telephone: 719-852-2158
Students must complete the written assignment within their registered semester.  All papers should be in APA format.  You may learn more about APA style online at apastyle.org or in any grammar handbook, such as: Diana Hacker's "Rules for Writers."  
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